[Paroxysmal cold hemoglobinuria: only in the textbooks?].
Although it was common in the preantibiotic era, paroxysmal cold hemoglobinuria (PCH) is now an exceptional condition. A 34-year-old female with anemia and episodic hemoglobinuria provoked by cold is reported. The laboratory studies suggested intravascular hemolytic anemia, and the Donath-Landsteiner test showed a biphasic IgG hemolysin with anti-P specificity. This finding and the evidence of latent syphilis were diagnostic of PCH. Penicillin therapy suppressed the hemolytic episodes, although the Donath-Landsteiner test is still positive. It is concluded that PCH is still an exisiting disease which should be considered in the differential diagnosis of episodic hemoglobinuria.